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It's the first time since 1990 that the U.S. Department of Agriculture has revised the offi-

cial guide for temperature zones with a general increase in winter temperatures, especially 

the lowest winter temperatures. 

Warmer winters are certainly the trend around here, with this last winter being amazingly 

warm. In many areas of the country the warmer winters are allowing people to plant 

warmer weather plants during winter.   

I see plants behaving differently than in the past with some wanting to grow during the 

warmer days of winter.  After pruning a large apricot tree in January I discovered the sap 

had already begun to flow.  Some of our winter days have felt like spring.  But before any-

one starts to plant bananas, at least around my place, check the night time temperatures.  

Lowest temperature here this winter was fourteen degrees with many nights in the teens.  

So the days are much warmer but the nights are still dropping down into the teens and 

twenties, much as had been the way for a long time.   

But, it is not staying as cold for as long during the night.  Even though the temperature 

drops to the teens I have not had as thick a sheet of ice in the morning as in the past.  To-

ward the end of January, in a bed from last year that grew snap peas, I found a snap pea 

plant doing fine.  What we will see are more plants that can 

be grown during the winter months.   

Last year I had daikon radishes that stood the entire winter, 

so I had radish all winter long.  Last fall I had some volun-

tary Chinese cabbages, that grew right through the winter.   

Chinese cabbage is not as winter hardy as some others.   

It looks like, to be successful in the garden, adapting, look-

ing ahead, to a changing climate, is a must.  It means the 

main growing season starts earlier and ends later.  It means 

more cool weather crops can be grown during the cold sea-

son.  It might make a difference as to whether figs may, or 

may not be grown.  Perhaps cherry trees might have to be 

grown at a higher elevation and those grown at current ele-

vations may start exhibiting production problems.  

People always want to put their best foot forward, so to 

speak.  I receive Backyard Poultry magazine.  A very good 

magazine for the small flock owner.  All photographs are of 

fine looking birds.  Yet not all birds look fine, but we tend 



not to show them unless we are talking about dealing with a problem.  Almost always pre-

senting the beautiful side of life can distort reality and our goals.   

Chickens lay a lot of eggs.  The roosters are larger than the hens.  Sometimes much larger.  

They have sharp nails and grow large spurs as they age.  To mate the female crouches low 

onto the ground and stays still.  The rooster climbs onto her back and holds feathers in 

his beak from the top of her head.  Sex is very quick.  As the season progresses feathers 

disappear from the active hens.  The most active lose the most feathers.  Eventually the 

skin can become irritated and sore.  In extreme cases the flesh can become raw and then 

pecking starts and the chances the hen will be pecked to death are high.  I’ve never had it 

get that bad.  Anytime I have a hen being excessively picked on I move her the aviary, or 

any injured bird because injured birds that cannot defend themselves will be pecked to 

death. 

The chickens go through their yearly cycle.  About mid-February more hens are laying.  As 

spring picks up into summer the greatest number of eggs are laid.  There is a slow down in  

mid-summer when the heat is on.  Laying increases as fall arrives.  By mid-December 

through January laying can come to an end totally.  However there are strategies to keep a 

very few eggs coming. 

By fall many hens look terrible.  They also molt then.  But during the winter season they 

all recover and look beautiful once again.  A common practice is to turn lights on in a coop 

for a few hours to make the birds believe it is not winter.  They will then lay.  But my belief 

is that the birds, the females in particular, need that winter recovery time in order to 

maintain good health and a long life.   

Take that photograph of me holding the huge January King Cabbage.  That cabbage was 

absolutely delicious and lasted a long time.  I used it in so many different ways.  You 

might think I had a bunch of them, all big and beautiful.  I didn’t.  That was the only one 

out of four or five.  In fact I had a hard time growing them from seed last year.  Failures 

are not exhibited like successes are.  But it is only a slice of reality. 

Recently I saw a film on TV about Turkey 

Man.  Person basically lived the life of a tur-

key with a flock of wild turkeys.  He hatched 

them and they imprinted on him so he was 

their parent.  As the turkeys matured the 

males took to fighting each other over fe-

males.  Their heads can become very bloody 

during these fights.  This will never be shown 

in Backyard Poultry or most magazines for 

that matter.  It happens every season here 

with my turkeys. 

In magazines we will often see weedless gardens.  Very few people maintain weedless gar-

dens and doing so organically really takes a lot of time and is not really so necessary.  Be-



lieve me I never have a weedless garden.  It is amazing how well so many plants will do 

while there are still weeds in the garden.  Early in the season, when plants are still small, 

weeding is very important.  As the plants grow and the season progresses weeding be-

comes less and less important as once most plants are established the weeds are less and 

less able to crowd them out.   

Loss of nutrient from the plants to the weeds is another concern raised; but if most of the 

weeds are recycled to livestock and/or composting, then there is no loss, and sometimes a 

gain.  Crop covers, used between crops, are chosen weeds used to improve soil conditions.   

I think the ability to see the good, the bad, and the ugly; the full range of reality with ac-

ceptance, makes organic gardening, farming and animal husbandry easier.   

I’m in the process of transferring my web site from my friend, Herman Brown, who had set 

it up and has maintained it these many years, to me.  This will take a while.  I will be re-

ceiving help as I learn. As soon as I am able I will start moving things around, adding and 

so on.  I will have more going on and not just in the field of organic gardening. 

  

Buy local, not global.  
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